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SINCE NEW ORLEANS ‘O4

 Since April, 2004, I graduated from
Robertson High School

 May 18, 2004, was a day I thought I
would never see.  I couldn’t believe it, I
was graduating and with full high
school competencies!   IT WAS A BIG
DEAL TO ME-UNBELIEVABLE!



MY LAST TRANSITION IEP

In April, 2004, I decided I would attend school
with the help of DVR and financial Aid.

Then June, 2004, happened and Human
Services was hunting me down.  I decided I
had to change my plan.  With the help of
DVR I got a job at King Air Heating and
plumbing…not what I wanted to do, but I
needed to make bucks to support my son and
myself.



CONTINUED

 I could not see that with financial aid
and a part-time job I could have
supported myself and Esteban.  Human
Services really scared me...

 Anyway to make a long story short, I
did not go to school, and King Air and
Plumbing laid me off after six months
and then I really had to hussel.



Continued

 I did whatever job it took to make
money.   I applied for work everywhere.
Now I work as a sales representative at
AutoZone.  It has worked out for me.

 My boss is willing to give me flex hours
so that I can continue with my original
goals…continue my education, as a
mechanic…(not a cop).



 GRADUATION

 What a TRIP this was.
My whole family was
there- Esteban,  my
father, my mother,
step-father, step-
mother, grandparents,
aunts, uncles, cousins. I
never thought my
whole family would be
together again, and
happy.



GRADUATION PICTURES



CONTINUED



SINCE GRADUATION

 I’ve discovered that I had it made in school.
That people really cared about me…Ernie.

 “Real” life is not easy, it is very hard to get
ahead because “something” always pops-up.

 I realized that I have to go to school and get
ASC Certified Mechanic, even if means doing
without some things for a while.  As long as I
can support myself and Esteban.



WHAT I’VE LEARNED
 And am more sure of

every day.
 Esteban se la luz y

razon a mi vida, and
that gives me strength
every day especially
when I am down and
don’t want to go to
work, or all the
responsibility.
Everything I do affects
my son.



MI VIDA



MI VIDA CONTINUED



MY FUTURE

 I am enrolling at Luna Community
College in Las Vegas for Fall’05.

 I’ll continue working at AutoZone while
attend LCC.

 And, I’ll take life as it comes, one day at
a time.  I live every day like it’s my last
day.



Thank You

 For this opportunity.
 I hope it helps more teachers understand the

importance of empowering their students to
succeed in life. The Self-Directed
Transition/IEP gave me a voice, gave my
mom a voice, and it helped turn my life
around.

 And, I hope students understand and honor
the power of their voices and grab the stars
around them…hey, they’re right there.


