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Introduction 



Key Question: 
What do we know about effective dropout prevention and intervention that is 

research-based, and how can that information be used to inform practice?

Intended Audience

Format

Outcomes
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Getting Started
How is this Manual Organized?

Part I: What Do We Know About Dropout Prevention?

Part II: How Were Sample Intervention Programs 
Selected?

Part III: What Works in Dropout Prevention?

Part IV: Where Else Can I Go for More Information?
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Part I 
What Do We Know About Dropout Prevention? 

B Why is Preventing Dropout a Critical and Immediate National Goal?

B How are Dropout Rates Measured? What are Associated Issues?

B What Do We Know About Who Drops Out and Why?

B What Does Current Thinking Tell Us About How to Address Dropout?

B What are Key Components of Dropout Prevention Programs?





Why is Preventing Dropout a Critical and Immediate National Goal?  

National Statistics on Dropout and School Completion 
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Signiþcant Costs to Individuals and Society When Youth Do Not Complete School



Legislative Impetus to Focus on Increasing School Completion for All Students
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How are Dropout Rates Measured? What are Associated Issues? 

Finding a Common Deþnition of Dropout: Are We All Talking About the Same Thing?
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Various Methods of Calculating Dropout Rates 

Implications of Inconsistency in Deþning and Calculating Dropout 
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Table 1: Calculating Dropout Rates

Calculating Graduation Rates
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Example of an Approved Accountability Plan: New York 
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What Do We Know About Who Drops Out and Why?

Who Drops Out of School? 
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Predictors and Factors Associated with Dropout for Students with Disabilities

Implications for Designing Interventions
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Reasons for Dropping Out and for Staying in School
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For Students with Disabilities 
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What Does Current Thinking Tell Us About How to Address Dropout?

Dropping Out of School is a Process of Disengagement that Begins Early

Inÿuential Theories 

Preventing Dropout or Enhancing School Completion?

Figure 1. Finnõs Participation-Identiþcation Model of School Engagement
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Importance of Student Engagement in School and Learning 
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